Paper 2- Practical Element – Language and Culture.
FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions;

Q.
Will I be notified as to time of visit?

A.
Yes – you will receive 3 weeks notice of date and time of your visit.

Q. If I am doing Paper 2 can I leave out the Practical Element?

A.
No. The Practical Aspect is a compulsory part of   Paper 2. It must be completed. Otherwise Paper 2 will be classified as  Fail/Incomplete.

Q.
Could I leave out the Trailbooklet and just do the rest of the  Practical Element?

A.
No. Each part of the Practical Element must be   presented. Otherwise you will be classified as Fail/Incomplete.

Q.
If I present everything for the Practical Aspect but I fail the   Practical Aspect do I fail Paper 2?

A.
Not necessarily. Because you have completed the Practical  Aspect fully, your mark will be added to the mark you will get at the  written Paper 2 Examination at Easter.  It would still be possible to pass Paper 2  if your marks from the Practical Element, combined  with the written examination part of Paper 2, achieved the pass mark.

Q.
What percentage of the marks for Paper 2 is the Practical Element?

A.      The Practical Element accounts for 20% of Paper 2.
Q.     Will the Examiner tell me how I have done on the day of my visit?

A.      No. The Examiner is essentially there to examine and cannot give you your result on the day.  The result of the practical aspect will appear on your examination results’ sheet which will issue after the Easter examination.
Q.     Can I appeal the result of the practical element?

A.      Yes. You can appeal the result for Paper 2 and the Practical Element is a part of Paper 2.  Information on the appeal process will issue with the Easter examination results.

Q.      Is there a stipulation that the Language and Culture Project must be for a 4th, 5th or 6th class?
A.      Yes. It is a requirement that your Language and Culture project for Paper 2  would be for a 4th, 5th and 6th class. If you have a 4th, 5th or 6th class this will not be a problem. If you have any other class then you will complete the project as if you had a 4th or a 5th or a 6th class and in this situation you will undertake all of the work yourself.
Q.      What part of the Language and Culture Project must the children complete? 
A.      The regulations state that the children should  design a map of the trail during groupwork with the help of the teacher, having completed the walk 

(Cóir Ghaoithe p.245). This will be the case if you are teaching a 4th, 5th or a 6th class. It is recommended that the walk would be undertaken but if  it is impractical to do so for  health and safety reasons then the pupils with the help of the teacher should draw the map based on their knowledge of the area on which the walk is based. If you are in doubt in regard to safety issues the advice of the School Principal should be followed. 

If you do not have a 4th, 5th or 6th class, then you will complete all of the project yourself, including the map.
Q.      I’m not teaching at present. Can I still do the Practical Element of  Language 
and 
Culture for Paper 2?

A.      Yes.  If you are undertaking the Practical Element of Teaching in the classroom for Paper 1 then you will have had to arrange access to a class with a Primary School Principal. If the class is 4th, 5th or 6th then you will complete the Project with your class. If not teaching a 4th, 5th or 6th then you will complete the project by yourself.

If you are only undertaking the Practical Element of Paper 2 and do not have a teaching position at present, then it is recommended that you arrange access to a 4th, 5th or 6th class in order to undertake the Practical Element  of Paper 2 i.e. The  Language and Culture Project with them.
Q.      I am in a Resource/ Language Support Teaching position.  Can I undertake the Practical Element  of Paper 2 i.e. The Language and Culture Project with the group that come to me for Resource/ Language Support intervention?

A.      No.  As you are not teaching a 4th, 5th or 6th class you may complete the project on your own. On the day of your visit, the necessary aspects of the project should be on display in your room.
Q.      I am teaching in a Special School. Can I undertake the Practical Element of Paper 2 i.e. The  Language and Culture Project in a Special School?

A.      Teachers teaching in a Special School are dealt with in on a case by case basis.  The key element of any decision is whether the requirements as outlined in ‘Cóir Ghaoithe’ can be satisfactorily complied with. If not teaching a 4th, 5th or 6th  class, you may undertake the project on your own.
Q.      Why do we have to submit the Project File to the Examiner?
A.      The Examiner will take the file back to Coláiste Mhuire, Marino.  In the event that you appeal Paper 2 , the file and the Examiner’s notes will form the basis of the re-evaluation of the Practical Element.

Q.      Where can I get the templates of the cover page?
A.       The template is available for download form the SCG website (www.scgweb.ie). Click on ‘Scrúdú’ then ‘Gné Phraiticiúil’.  
Q.      If I fail Paper 2 and decide to repeat Paper 2 in late August, will I have to repeat the Practical Element of Paper 2?

A.      Yes. As the practical element  i.e. Language and Culture is part of Paper 2, it will have to be repeated also.  Information will issue with the Easter examination results.  (If possible it is hoped to undertake the repeat of the Practical Elements in June).
Q.      How long will the visit for the Practical Element i.e.  Paper 2 of Language and Culture  last?
A.      The visit will last not less than 20 mins.
Q.      Will I have to teach the project  during the Examiner’s visit?
A.      No. The Examiner will examine the project and will discuss every aspect of the project with you in order to ascertain that the work was completed by you (and by your class where applicable).
