Assessment of Múineadh na Gaeilge (O.C.G.)
FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions;

Q.
Will I be notified as to time of visits?

A.
Yes, you will receive 3 weeks prior notice of date and time of each visit.

Q.
Could I leave out the yearly scheme and just do the rest of the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge?

A.
No. Each part of Múineadh na Gaeilge must be presented for each visit. Otherwise, you will be classified overall as “Fail/Incomplete”.

Q.     Will the Examiner tell me how I have done on the days of my visits?

A.      No. The Examiner is essentially there to examine and cannot give you any results on the days of the visits.  The result of Múineadh na Gaeilge will appear on your results’ sheet which will issue with the results of the Easter Assessments.
Q.     Can I appeal the result of Múineadh na Gaeilge?

A.      Yes, you can appeal and information on the appeal process will issue with the Easter Assessment results.

Q.      I don’t have a class. Can I still undertake Múineadh na Gaeilge?

A.      No.  Please note the following: It will be expected that prospective applicants for O.C.G. would be in continuous employment for the three year period within which O.C.G. may be obtained and that they are in (a) mainstream class setting(s). Resource/Language Support Teachers may not undertake the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge with the groups of children who come to them for resource/language support intervention. The candidate must  satisfy the Specific Adaptation Period Requirement in the academic year in which the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the classroom is being undertaken.  The Specific Adaptation Period Requirement requires the candidate to undertake a minimum of 6 months (120 days) of practice in the teaching of Irish in the classroom, in the academic year in which the Assessment is taking place. Updated Statement(s) of Practice (Ráiteas Cleachtais/Ráitis Chleachtais – forms may be downloaded from www.ilrweb.ie), must be supplied by the candidate on the days of the visits.  It is not necessary for the candidate to have completed 120 days by either of the visits, but the candidate must verify to Coláiste Mhuire Marino, by the end of that academic year, that the 120 day requirement has been met. A Candidate who does not meet the 120 day requirement within the academic year of the Assessment of Múineadh na Gaeilge, cannot be awarded a pass in Múineadh na Gaeilge.  
Q.      I am teaching in a Special School. Can I undertake the Practical Element in a Special School?

A.      Teachers teaching in a Special School are dealt with in on a case by case basis.  The key element of any decision is whether the requirements as outlined in Sruth na Maoile can be satisfactorily complied with.

Q.     Why do we have to submit the Comhad (File) containing   the Yearly Scheme, Weekly Scheme and the Lesson Plan to the Examiner.

A.     The Examiner will take the comhad back with him/her to Coláiste Mhuire Marino. As part of the Assessment of Múineadh na Gaeilge, the Examiner will be closely reading those documents in the post-visit periods. Also, in the event that a candidate appeals the result for Múineadh na Gaeilge, the Comhad and the Examiner’s notes will form the basis of the re-assessment of Múineadh na Gaeilge.

Q.     Where can I get the templates of the Statement of Practice (‘Ráiteas Cleachtais’), Yearly Scheme, Weekly Scheme and Lesson Plan?

A.      Templates are available for download form the Coláiste Mhuire, Marino/SCG website (www.ilrweb.ie).  Templates are available in 2 groups: Junior Infant to Rang 1 and Rang 2 to Rang 6.  It is important to download the appropriate template for your class.  A template of the file cover page is also available for download.
Q.     How long will each visit for the Assessment of Múineadh na Gaeilge last?

A.      Each visit will last approximately 35mins – 50 mins.

Q. 
Can I use the same schemes and lesson plan for each visit?

A.
If you are teaching the same level for Visit 2 as you were for Visit 1, you may present the same Yearly Scheme but you must present a different Weekly Scheme and a different Lesson Plan. If you are teaching a different level for Visit 2, you must present a different Yearly Scheme, a different Weekly Scheme and a different Lesson Plan 

Q.
In any part of the O.C.G. Assessment, will I have to answer any questions on the theory of the Teaching of Irish?

A.      No.  All of the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish is based in the classroom.

Q.
If I fail any element of the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish during a Visit from an Examiner, or if I get a fail in a particular Visit, do I have to repeat Múineadh na Gaeilge?

A.
Not necessarily.  50 marks are going for each Visit and any candidate who achieves an aggregate mark of 40/100 for both visits will be awarded a pass- if the Specific Adaptation Period Requirement is fulfilled.  It should also be noted that the Candidate will not receive any results, until results are issued after all O.C.G. Assessments have been completed. 

Q. 
If I fail the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge, can I repeat the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge in the same academic year?

A. 
Yes and the Assessment will take place during the final term. 

Q.
What does the Repeat Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge entail?

A.
It entails 1 Visit from an examiner from Coláiste Mhuire Marino.  A Lesson in Irish must be taught and a Yearly Scheme, a Weekly Scheme and a Lesson Plan must be presented.

Q.
For the Repeat Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge, may a Candidate present Notes presented earlier on in the year for Visits 1 and/or 2?

A.   
If the same level is being taught, the same Yearly Scheme may be presented but a different Weekly Scheme and a different Lesson Plan.

Q.
If I fail the Repeat in Múineadh na Gaeilge, can I repeat again the following year?

A. 
The O.C.G. Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge must be passed within a three year period.  If a Candidate fails the Repeat Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge in a particular year, the Candidate may register again for Assessment and undergo Assessment in the following year (i.e. 2 Visits and a  Repeat Assessment in the final term).

Q.
If I register to repeat the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge in a different year, may I use once again the same notes?

A.
Yes, but they must be level appropriate and dated correctly. 

Q.
For the Assessment in Múineadh na Gaeilge, do I have to prepare a “Teanga agus Cultúr” project?

A.
No.   

