The Assessment of the Teaching of Irish
The School Visits: Requirements and the Marking System
· Each applicant will receive two visits from an examiner from Coláiste Mhuire Marino, at a time previously arranged.

· For each visit, the candidate must teach one Irish lesson for the Examiner.  

· It is permissible for the applicant to teach an Irish lesson which has been taught to the class in the previous three weeks.
· An applicant cannot undertake the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish or obtain a pass unless he/she satisfies the specific adaptation period requirements before the end of the academic year in question, i.e., Irish should be taught for at least 120 days in that academic year.  The 120 days may if necessary be undertaken in one or more schools. If a candidate has undertaken the practice of Teaching of Irish in a number of schools in a specific academic year, he/she should complete a “Practice Statement” certifying the number of days he/she has undertaken the teaching of Irish in that school.  If the candidate undertakes the teaching of Irish in another school or schools in the same academic year, he/she should complete a Practice Statement/Practice Statements. On the day of the Examiners visit, the candidate will verify to the Examiner the number of days to date that he/she has undertaken the teaching of Irish. If the candidate, at this point, has not been teaching for 120 days, the candidate will continue to fulfill the requirements until he/she has satisfied the specific Adaptation Period Requirement in full. The candidate will then forward all of the Practice Statement(s) to Coláiste Mhuire Marino and it/they will be signed by the candidate and the school(s) principal(s) of the school(s) in which the candidate had undertaken the teaching of Irish in the academic year.  This certifies that the specific requirement for the Adaptation Period has been satisfactorily fulfilled. 

· For each visit from the examiner from Coláiste Mhuire Marino, the applicant must prepare the following:

· Practice Statement/Provide a Practice Statement
· Yearly Scheme for the class
· Weekly Scheme (for the week in question)

· Write an Irish Lesson
· Teach that particular Irish Lesson.

· If there is more than one class in the applicant’s classroom, this must be identified in every aspect of the planning and teaching. Applicants are requested to provide one Yearly Scheme, Weekly Scheme and one Lesson for each visit. 

· The applicant will be informed of the date and time of the examiner’s visit. This information will be provided to the applicant at least three weeks prior to each school visit.
· If an applicant has the same class for the second visit as he/she had for the first visit, the same yearly scheme can be used for the second visit. However, a different weekly scheme and lesson must be provided for each visit. If the applicant has a different class for the second visit, he/she must provide a new yearly scheme and of course a new weekly scheme and lesson must be provided.
· For the first visit, when the Examiner enters the candidates classroom, the candidate hands the Examiner the file on the Teaching of Irish (consisting of the Practice Statement/Practice Statements, the Yearly Scheme, the Weekly Scheme and the Lesson). The Examiner will seek certification that the work contained in the file is that of the applicant and the applicant only. The examiner will retain the file.  The applicant will teach the lesson.  The examiner will observe the applicant teaching the lesson and will read the file for The Teaching of Irish during this time.  The lesson must last for 35 minutes, at least, and should be no longer than 50 minutes.  At the end of the lesson, the examiner and the applicant will discuss the lesson.  The examiner will not inform the applicant on the day of the visit of his/her progress.  Marks are awarded to the applicant after having completed the visit. The examiner will follow the same format for the second visit. 

·  The Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the Classroom is a complete module.  It is awarded 100 marks  50 marks are awarded to the first visit and 50 marks to the second visit. To obtain a pass in the Teaching of Irish, the applicant must obtain an overall marc of 40. A pass in each visit is not necessary. If the applicant obtains an overall marc of 40 from the two visits combined, he/she obtains a pass. 

· This is the marking scheme for each visit:

· Yearly Scheme –  10 marks
· Weekly Scheme –  5 marks
· The Written Lesson –  10 marks
· Teaching of the Lesson –  25 marks
· Total –  50 marks  

· On the day of the visit from the Examiner, the applicant will not be informed of his/her progress. The applicant will not receive the results of the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the Classroom until all of the results are issued.  

· Every part of the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the Classroom must be fulfilled.  If the applicant omits any part (for example, scheme), no marks will be awarded for the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the Classroom and the official result the applicant will receive will be “fail/incomplete”  

· If an applicant uses any English in the teaching of the lesson then, the Examiner may not award a mark greater than 10 from 25 to the applicant for the Teaching of the Lesson.
· If an applicant fails the Assessment of the Teaching of Irish in the Classroom, the applicant can repeat before the end of the same school year. The applicant will receive one school visit for this repeat. The applicant will have to fulfill the same requirements for this visit as he/she fullfilled for the other visits. One hundred marks will be allocated to the repeat visit and this is the marking scheme of the the Repeat:

· The Yearly Scheme - 20 marks
· Weekly Scheme - 10 marks 

· The Written Lesson - 20 marks 

· The Teaching of the Lesson - 50 marks 

· Total - 100 marks
The File for the Teaching of Irish
· Prior to the applicant undertaking any part of the preparation, it is very important that the applicant would familiarize himself/herself with the contents of Curaclam na Gaeilge and the learning material on the Teaching of Irish in Sruth na Maoile.  

· It is a requirement that candidates would comply with the gudelines given below, in regard to the layout of the schemes and the lesson and that exemplars are followed closely. Please note that two file exemplars are provide in Sruth na Maoile. The first one is suitable for applicants who have Junior infants, Senior Infants or 1st Class. The second one is suitable for applicants who have 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th or 6th classes. 

· It is recommended that applicants would make use of the exemplars provided, however, it is not permissible for an applicant to copy word for word, a scheme or lesson provided in Sruth na Maoile.

· All aspects of the preparation must comply with the principles of Curaclam na Gaeilge and must be suitable for the class/classes being taught by the applicant.
· It is very important that there is a clear connection evident between the Lesson and the Weekly Scheme (be careful as to title and dates of lessons) and that both of these relate to the Yearly Scheme.
Preparation of the File
· Every aspect of the presentation of the file must be prepared in a professional manner. The Schemes and the Lesson must be correct in terms of methodology, they must be typed and the Irish used must be accurate. 

These guidelines must be complied with:

· Use a file of the type identified below. The front page must be transparent. Ringbinders will not be accepted. Plastic pockets must not be used in the file.



  

  


· The file must consist of five sections:

(i) The first page of the Teaching of Irish file will be the same as the first page of the Exemplars. A Template can be downloaded from the Irish Language Requirement website www.ilrweb.ie . The applicant will complete this page and sign it.
(ii) The Practice Statement/Practice Statements: The one/ones certifying the number of days spent up to this point by the applicant teaching Irish during the school year. If the applicant has not fulfilled the total (i.e 120 days) at this point the applicant must forward a Practice Statement/Practice Statements to Coláiste Mhuire Marino before the end of the school year..

(iii) The Yearly Scheme: Between three and five pages, follow the headings given in the Exemplar
(iv) The Weekly Scheme: One page, a template can be downloaded from the Irish Language Requirement website www.ilrweb.ie .
The Lesson between a page and a half and two pages, a template can be downloaded from the  Irish Language Requirement website www.ilrweb.ie , follow all of the headings, use bullet points, write your lesson in the future tense, add examples of teacher questions and pupils answers.
